ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THIRD SUNDAY OF EXTENDED ADVENT
ANTE-COMMUNION
NOVEMBER 22, 2020
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

If you are visiting, we offer you a special welcome and would like to get acquainted. Please send the cohost a chat note if the chat option is open, or after worship email office@stjamesvt.org with your name,
where you’re from, and an email address if you would like receive more information about our parish.
Thank you for worshiping with us! We are glad you are here.
Please keep your microphone muted for most of the service. A “designated responder” will lead the
responses of the people. If you are reading a lesson or adding a thanksgiving or prayer request aloud
during the time of prayers, please unmute yourself. After your prayer is completed, mute yourself again.

Prelude: Netherlands

Beatrice Hatton Fisk

Opening Hymn: We gather together

Hymnal 433

2

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
O Antiphon: The Presider or another sings the Antiphon while the candle(s) are lit.

Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
Presider
People

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

Confession of Sin
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Bishop when present, or the Priest, says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
A deacon or lay person using the preceding form substitutes “us” for “you” and “our” for your.”
Song of Praise

Collect of the Day
Presider

People

Presider

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

All say together
O everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in Jesus Christ, the One who reigns in
majesty: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed
and brought together under Christ’s most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Reader:

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds
seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and
in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights
of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make
them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will
feed them with justice. Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the
fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And
I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have
spoken.
Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A period of silence is kept.
The Psalm or Psalms Appointed
Psalm 100
Read in unison

St. Helena Psalter

1 May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *
serve with gladness
and come before your presence with a song.
2 For we know that you are God; *
you yourself have made us, and we are yours;
we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.
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3 We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving,
go into your courts with praise, *
give thanks to you and call upon your Name.
4 For you are good;
your mercy is everlasting; *
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
Reader: A reading from the Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.
And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn: Let all creation

WLP 885
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Gospel:

Matthew 25:31-46

Deacon

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

People

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Deacon

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children’s Time

Jennifer Ogelby

Sermon

The Rev. Kim Hardy

The Nicene Creed
Led by the Presider, all say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
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true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Deacon

Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of God’s reign in
Christ, let us pray for the needs of the church and the world.

The Intercessor leads the prayers; the people respond as indicated.
O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High and reach from beginning to end,
mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church, remembering especially
Michael our presiding bishop, Shannon our bishop, Kim our priest, Dave our deacon, Carol and
Diane, staff members, Neal and Ron, wardens and our vestry, and the people and clergy of our
diocese. We also pray today for the ministries of all the ordained and their families throughout the
Episcopal Church in Vermont and for the Church of Bermuda. Be present in ordering the life of
this and every congregation.
People

Come and teach us the way of prudence.
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O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of
the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray from your guidance
and will.
People

Come and redeem us for our life together.

O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their mouths,
and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation and throughout the
world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife. Guide the leaders of this and
every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.
People

Come save us and do not delay.

O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you shut and
no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed, for the
homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead to
poverty, bigotry, and injustice.
People

Come and bring the captives out of the prison house.

O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We lift up all
who are suffering and in need, especially Lori MacNeill, Jim Breitenstein, Mary Carlson, Fred and
Jean Norton, Grace, Lindsey Huddle, Jackson, Lynn Staffier, Ginny Eklund, Hawley and Sandy
Jones, Cathy Helfrich O’Neil, Julie Osgood, Bill Pearson, Joyce Ordway, and Joanna Green. Tend
the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the
joyous and help us minister to them in your love.
People

Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay.

O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light on those
who have died; Remembering the over 1,337,000 people world-wide who have died from the
coronavirus, also remembering the over 249,000 deaths in the United States and bring comfort to
all those who mourn.
People

Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Savior, We give thanks for all the blessings of this
life; for those who celebrate birthdays this week, Daniel Chant, and for other blessings in our lives.
Make each of us ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve you in all whom we meet, and to
greet you in the fullness of your glory in the day of your appearing.
People

Come and save us, O Lord our God.

Presider

I invite your thanksgivings and intercessions at this time.
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If you would like to offer a prayer aloud, please unmute yourself and offer your thanksgiving or intercession and then
mute yourself again. You may also leave prayers in the chat box.
The Presider may read out any prayers in the chat box. And then, after a time, the Presider concludes with a Collect
of Dedication
A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and sir us with your Holy Spirit, that we
may become one body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Offertory Hymn: Christ is the world’s true light

11

Hymnal 542

Please continue to support our parish life and ministries by sending your offering to
St. James Episcopal Church, 4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, VT 05452
You may also give online by visiting this website link. Please scroll down the list
of “Choose One” to choose “Essex Junction (St. James)”
ONLINE DONATIONS FOR ST. JAMES
The Lord’s Prayer
Presider

Let us pray.

All say together
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Community Announcements
Concluding Sentence
The Presider says
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary,
and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21
Dismissal
Deacon

People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Music used with permission under OneLicense #A-727024
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Sunday Reflection
Welcome to St. James Episcopal Church. Today is the final Sunday of the Church year, on which we
celebrate the Kingship of Christ. Since last Advent, we have been reading the Gospel according
to Matthew most Sundays. In this final reading from the Gospel of Matthew, we have Jesus’
description of the final judgment. Those who will be welcomed into his Kingdom are those who
show their love to Christ by caring for the outcast and helpless.
The prophet Ezekiel, centuries before Christ, foresaw the coming of the Shepherd-King, sent by
God to his people. This kingship would be one of caring love and of peace to the entire human
race.
In the second reading, an extended passage describes Christ as the final fulfillment of God’s plan
for the universe. We who are the beneficiaries of that plan for our lives are gathered up into
Christ who is our head and who gives his own being to all that exists.
Our gatherings for worship are meant to be points of departure for us to move into the world in
active works of ministry to the hungry, the helpless, the imprisoned, the lonely, the sick, and the
dying. The reign of Christ must begin with members of his body the Church making him known
in the world, especially to the least of his sisters and brothers.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church
Publishing Incorporated, New York.

We invite you to us for Virtual Coffee Hour and Fellowship
following our worship by remaining in the Zoom Room.
During the Season of Advent we will celebrate Ante-Communion. Ante-Communon is the liturgy of the word
(Pro-anaphora) from the eucharist, without the Great Thanksgiving or communion of the people. AnteCommunion includes the first part of the eucharistic rite through the prayers of the people. It may begin with the
Penitential Order if a confession of sin is desired. The BCP (pp. 406-407) provides that a hymn or anthem may be
sung after the prayers of the people and the offerings of the people are received. The service may conclude with the
Lord's Prayer and with the grace or a blessing or the peace. Ante-Communion (without the final blessing) may be
led by a deacon or lay person if a priest is unavailable.

Extended 7-Week Advent
Proposal and Origin
The Advent Project Seminar is a project of the North American Academy of Liturgy (liturgical scholars and seminary
worship teachers from of a broad spectrum of churches including Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, and United Church of Christ). The aim is to promote a calendar change in our
liturgical year that would expand Advent to the seven weeks before Christmas.
Why Expand Advent?
Two principal reasons: First, churches long ago lost the Advent season to the “Christmas culture” of our society.
Christmas decorations and gift items begin to appear way before Hallowe’en. After October 31 the manifestation
becomes complete! By the time the new church year begins a month later in December with Advent I, churches are
tempted to make the season exclusively a four- week journey to Bethlehem. But that focus is only one pole of the
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Advent season. The primary one is beginning the new church year with a steady look at the “end times,” that is, at
the goal of fulfillment of all the implications of Christ’s resurrection for humanity and, indeed, the entire creation.
This is usually called the “kingdom” or the “reign of God.” That emphasis is intended to give the beginning of the
annual cycle of the liturgical year an emphasis that will help Christians to engage ever more deeply in Christ’s
mission of peace, justice, and the integrity of creation. Having these things firmly in heart, mind, we may be able
more authentically to enter into the yearly round from Bethlehem to the Passion, Pentecost, and the celebration of
All Saints that concludes the year. Starting Advent in November would, at least, give the primary focus of the
season a chance.
The second reason for an expanded season has to do with setting before us in our worship, rooted in Scripture, an
alternative and more authentic vision of the “end times” or the “reign of God” than those otherwise so effectively
media-touted ones offered in fundamentalist, millenialist, or rapturist versions.
What Will Change?
Very little. (“Whew, what a relief!” I hear you exclaim as you read this). The lections (readings) for an expanded
Advent season are in place as the ones we already hear in our three-year cycle. Listen closely this year and see if, in
fact, there is not a change in the atmosphere and tone of the lessons after All Saints’ Day really concludes the long
season of Pentecost. There will be some musical emphases that appear in hymns specifically for Advent. Weekly
antiphons that are based in the Messianic titles for Christ that form the verses of “O come, O come Emmanuel”
may also help us focus on the major theme of the season. The Prayers of the People may be more thematically
oriented as well. There is a seven-candle Advent wreath. Advent blue replaces Pentecost green three weeks earlier
this year; and, finally, with an expanded Advent, we may come to the celebration of Bethlehem with a clearer
understanding of why we are embarking once again on the annual pilgrimage of the liturgical year.
Reflection by The Very Rev’d. William H Peterson, PhD, DD. Edited by Amma Kim.

Officiant and Preacher: The Rev. Kim Hardy
Lectors: Susan Brown, Denise Noble
Deacon: The Rev. Dn. Dave Ganter
Psalm Leader & Intercessor: Brian Garland
Children’s Chapel Story: Jenny Ogelby
Designated Responder on Behalf of the People: Jenny Ogelby
Musicians: Carol Reichard, Peggy Bonesteel, Jenny Ogelby
Zoom Facilitator (co-host): Barbara Cook

IN OUR PRAYERS
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We remember Ministries of all ordained and their families
throughout the Episcopal Church in Vermont. In the Anglican Communion, we pray for the
Church of Bermuda.
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers: Lori MacNeill, Jim Breitenstein,
Mary Carlson, Fred and Jean Norton, Grace, Lindsey Huddle, Jackson, Lynn Staffier, Ginny
Eklund, Hawley and Sandy Jones, Cathy Helfrich O’Neil, Julie Osgood, Bill Pearson, Joyce Ordway,
and Joanna Green.
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We pray for those who have died and those who mourn: Today we remember and pray for the
over 1,337,000 people world-wide who have died from the coronavirus, also remembering the over
249,000 deaths in the United States alone, for their families and loved ones. We pray for an end to
the pandemic and a vaccine to be discovered.
Birthdays: Daniel Chant, November 24
Please join us for Celtic Advent Morning Prayer each morning at 8:30 a.m. Online:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86222830006?pwd=bmZVSDgzQXEySkRHckNwRE5yZHN2Zz09

Please join us for a brief Compline service Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Online:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/259841906?pwd=MjkxZ1F1VzAxNzVzOVREMzNta0Jkdz09

Note: THANKSGIVING WEEK Compline will be on Wednesday instead of Thursday.
Please also join us for a brief Thanksgiving Day Service at 9:00 a.m. Online:
https://zoom.us/j/97747229665?pwd=Z3ZyQzBLWWM5b1JHdGM5YkxQcHdVUT09

The Green Mountain Online Abbey also offers Morning Prayer and Compline daily online
at 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Please see this webpage for more information:
https://diovermont.org/2020/07/21/online-prayer-with-bishop-shannon/

15

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Bishop of Vermont: The Right Rev. Shannon MacVean-Brown
Priest: The Rev. Kim Hardy
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon David Ganter
Vestry:
Senior Warden, Neal Robinson
Junior Warden, Ron Belair
Peggy Bonesteel
Jodie Chant
Ron Cook
Helen Donahey
Patricia Hanson
Heather Winship
Minister of Music: Carol Reichard
Parish Administrator: Diane Muckstadt
4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452
www.stjamesvt.org
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Office e-mail: office@stjamesvt.org
Office Phone: 802-878-4014
Senior Warden contact: 123fundamentals@gmail.com
Priest contact: ammakim@stjamesvt.org
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St. James Episcopal Church Calendar
Sunday, November 22
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 Lectionary Study
10:00 Ante-Communion
11:00 Coffee and Conversation
11:30 Social Justice & Anti-Racism
Team Mtg.

Sunday, November 29
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 Lectionary Study
10:00 Ante-Communion
11:00 Coffee and Conversation
Monday, November 30
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Monday, November 23
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Tuesday, December 1
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Tuesday, November 24
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
6:30 Vestry Meeting

Wednesday, December 2
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Wednesday, November 25
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
7:00 Compline

Thursday, December 3
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
10:00 Staff Meeting
7:00 Compline

Thursday, November 26
THANKSGIVING DAY
9:00 Thanksgiving Day Service

Friday, December 4
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Friday, November 27
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Saturday, December 5
8:00 Parables & Pancakes
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer

Saturday, November 28
8:30 Celtic Morning Prayer
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