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Thanksgiving Day 
November 26, 2020 
9:00 a.m. - Online 

 

Morning Prayer 

Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving 
– President Abraham Lincoln, 1863 

Opening Sentence 

We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, calling upon your Name and declaring 

all your wonderful deeds.  Psalm 75:1 

Opening Versicle 

Officiant: O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 

People:  And your glory all the day long. 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Invitatory Psalm 

Psalm 63:1-8 

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 

  as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * 

  that I might behold your power and your glory. 

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * 

  my lips shall give you praise. 
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So will I bless you as long as I live * 

  and lift up my hands in your Name. 

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * 

  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 

When I remember you upon my bed, * 

  and meditate on you in the night watches. 

For you have been my helper, * 

  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 

My soul clings to you; * 

  your right hand holds me fast. 

Psalm 147 

Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

  how pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 

YHWH rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

  GOD gathers the exiles of Israel. 

GOD heals the brokenhearted * 

  and binds up their wounds. 

GOD counts the number of the stars * 

  and calls them all by their names. 

Great is our YHWH and mighty in power; * 

  there is no limit to GOD’s wisdom. 

YHWH lifts up the lowly, * 

  but casts the wicked to the ground. 

Sing to YHWH with thanksgiving; * 

  make music to our God upon the harp. 
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God covers the heavens with clouds * 

  and prepares rain for the earth; 

God makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

  and green plants to serve humankind. 

God provides food for flocks and herds * 

  and for the young ravens when they cry. 

God is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 

  God has no pleasure in the strength of a human being; 

But YHWH has pleasure in those who fear GOD, * 

  in those who await GOD’s gracious favor. 

Worship YHWH, O Jerusalem; * 

  praise your God, O Zion; 

For God has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 

  God has blessed your children within you. 

God has established peace on your borders; * 

  God satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

God sends out their command to the earth, * 

  and their word runs very swiftly. 

God gives snow like wool; * 

  God scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

God scatters their hail like bread crumbs; * 

  who can stand against their cold? 

God sends forth God’s word and melts them; * 

  God blows with their wind, and the waters flow. 

God declares God’s word to Jacob, * 

  God’s statutes and their judgments to Israel. 
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God has not done so to any other nation; * 

  to them God has not revealed their judgments. 

  Hallelujah! 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

The First Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Reader  A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 

inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first 

of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is 

giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God 

will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that 

time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the 

land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” When the priest takes the basket 

from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, you shall make 

this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he 

went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a 

great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted 

us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the 

LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The LORD 

brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying 

display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave 

us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of 

the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD 

your God and bow down before the LORD your God. Then you, together with the Levites 

and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD 

your God has given to you and to your house. 
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Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Zechariah  Benedictus Dominus Deus 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

  you have come to your people and set them free. 

You have raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

  born of the house of your servant David. 

Through your holy prophets you promised of old, 

that you would save us from our enemies, * 

  from the hands of all who hate us. 

To show mercy to our forebears * 

  and to remember your holy covenant. 

This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham, * 

  to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship you without fear, * 

  holy and righteous before you, 

  all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

To give God’s people knowledge of salvation * 

  by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death, * 

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Reading John 6:26-35 

Reader  A Reading from the Gospel According to John. 

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 

signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, 

but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is 

on him that God the Father has set his seal.”  

Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered 

them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said 

to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 

What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 

written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, 

I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who 

gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down 

from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 

always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

We Praise You, O God  Te Deum laudamus 

We praise you, O God,  

we acclaim you as Lord;  

all creation worships you,  

the  Father  everlasting.  

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,  

the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:  



7 

 

 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

The glorious company of apostles praise you.  

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:  

 Father, of majesty unbounded,  

 your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,  

 and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  

You, Christ, are the king of glory,  

the eternal Son of the Father.  

When you took our flesh to set us free  

you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb.  

You overcame the sting of death  

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.  

We believe that you will come to be our judge.  

 Come then, Lord, and help your people,  

 bought with the price of your own blood,  

 and bring us with your saints  

 to glory everlasting. 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant Hear our cry, O God. 

People  And listen to our prayer. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your name for ever. 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 

V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season 

and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your 

great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to 

the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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For the Harvest of Lands and Waters 

Gracious God, you open your hand and fill all things living with abundance: Bless the 
lands and waters, and multiply the harvests of the world; let your Spirit go forth, that it 
may renew the face of the earth; show your loving-kindness, that the lands and waters 
may yield their increase; and save us from any selfish use of your gifts, that people 
everywhere may receive the fullness of your bounty and give you thanks; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 

Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you an find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out 

your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your reign, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings 

The People may “unmute” to offer their own intercessions, or offer them silently. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Officiant 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when 

two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 

now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Officiant 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING, 
EVERYONE! 


