ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Holy Eucharist
February 21, 2021

If you are visiting, we offer you a special welcome and would like to get acquainted. Please send the cohost a chat note if the chat option is open, or after worship email office@stjamesvt.org with your name,
where you’re from, and an email address if you would like receive more information about our parish.
Thank you for worshiping with us! We are glad you are here.
Please keep your microphone muted for most of the service. A “designated responder” will lead the
responses of the people. If you are reading a lesson or adding a thanksgiving or prayer request aloud
during the time of prayers, please unmute yourself. After your prayer is completed, mute yourself again.

Prelude: Larghetto

Joachim Raff

Opening Hymn: Lead us heavenly Father, lead us
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Hymnal 559

A Penitential Order
Presider
People

Blessed be the God of our salvation:
Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

The Decalogue: Contemporary
Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Presider
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
in time of need.
Hebrews 4:14, 16
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The Deacon then says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Presider and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Song of Praise

Collect of the Day
Presider

People

Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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Almighty God, whose Beloved One was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to
help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let
each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A period of silence is kept.
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Reader: A reading from The Book of Genesis
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and
all flesh that is on the earth.”
Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 25:1-9
Ad te, Domine, levavi
Said in unison
1 To you, O God, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O God, *
and teach me your paths.
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4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O God, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O God.
7 Gracious and upright are you; *
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
8 You guide the humble in doing right *
and teach your way to the lowly.
9 All your paths are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Reader: A reading from The First Letter of Peter
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made
a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers made subject to him.
Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: This Is My Beloved Son

Dan Uhl

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
Deacon

People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on
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him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
A period of silence is kept.
Children’s Time

Jenny Ogelby, Heather Winship

Sermon

The Rev. Kim Hardy

The Nicene Creed
Led by the Presider, all say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
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who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*The 1994 General Convention affirmed the intention of the Episcopal Church to remove the filioque clause at the next revision of the
Book of Common Prayer. Using Enriching our Worship materials gives an opportunity to practice this intention.

The Prayers of the People
The Deacon bids the prayers
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
Intercessor
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, especially for St. Michael’s
Church in Brattleboro and the Rev. Mary Lindquist in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, and the
Church of the Provence of Central Africa in our Anglican Cycle of Prayer, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop Shannon, our priest Kim, our Deacon Dave and for all the clergy and people, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all the towns and cities in which we live, for every city and community, and for those who live
in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering,
especially Nicole, Julie and family, and Richard, Kyra and Reece whose family is positive with
COVID-19. I invite your prayers for all in need.
Please unmute to offer your prayer aloud and then mute yourself again. Prayers may also be offered in the chat box.
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After a time, the Intercessor continues
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially the over 2,450,000 people worldwide who have perished from the corona virus and the over 495,500 deaths in the United States
alone, and for all the departed. I invite your prayers for those who have died.
Please unmute to offer your prayer aloud and then mute yourself again. Prayers may also be offered in the chat box.
After a time, the Intercessor continues
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.
The Intercessor then offers this Collect for an end to racism
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask wisdom, help, and guidance as we
work to counter the many instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, and celebrate the God-made
wonder of every human being. Help us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in
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our own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to “strive
for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. Amen.
Silence
The Presider adds a concluding Collect.
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of
your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace is then exchanged. If you wish, you may unmute and share your peace aloud. You may also share it in the
chat box.
The Peace
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.
Please either open your microphone to share the peace aloud or visually give a sign of peace or share your peace in the
chat box.
Amma Kim and her husband, Fred Moser co-presiding, consecrated the elements for this
service.
Great Thanksgiving
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy
God, source of life and fountain of mercy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his
grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him
who died for us and rose again.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our
voices with all creation as we sing:

11

Sanctus

E30

The Presider continues
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be
your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in
the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of
wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Presider and People together say
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Presider continues
Remembering Christ’s death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and
with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever
and ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer
Presider

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Presiders
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Fraction Anthem
Presider
Response

We break this bread
to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.
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The Presider invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, died, and
rose for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
At this time we open our communion packets and receive together.
Communion Hymn: Taste and see

WLP 764
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Postcommunion Prayer
Presider and People
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
Solemn Prayer
The Deacon says
Bow down before the Lord.
The Presider says
Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in
your strength, wo that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

15

Closing Hymn: Baptized in water

LEVAS 121
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Dismissal
Deacon

People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Music used with permission under OneLicense #A-727024

The First Sunday in Lent—Year B
Welcome to St. James Episcopal Church. In the Old Testament reading today we have a
prefiguring of Baptism. Noah and his family are saved from death in the flood and God makes a
Covenant with them. In Baptism we are saved through water and made a part of the new Covenant
established in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
The reading from 1 Peter is an early Christian reflection on the meaning of the story of Noah in the
light of Jesus’ dying and rising. Baptism gives us a share in more than earthly life; it makes us part
of God’s eternal Kingdom.
The Gospel reading today describes Jesus’ response to his own baptism and anointing by the Spirit.
He spent forty days in the wilderness where his vocation was tested. We too spend these forty days
in prayer and fasting as God leads us to discover anew the call he gives us in Baptism.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing
Incorporated, New York.

We invite you to us for Virtual Coffee Hour and Fellowship
following our worship by remaining in the Zoom Room.
Officiant and Preacher: The Rev. Kim Hardy
Lectors: Neal Robinson, Geoff Glaspie
Deacon: The Rev. Dn. Dave Ganter
Psalm Leader & Intercessor: Patty Hanson
Children’s Chapel Story: Jennifer Ogelby, Heather Winship
Designated Responder on Behalf of the People: Frances Huessy
Musicians: Carol Reichard, St. James Choir
Usher: Lindsey Huddle
Zoom Facilitator (co-host): Charlie Clark
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In Our Prayers
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Michael’s Church
in Brattleboro and the Rev. Mary Lindquist. In the Anglican Communion, we pray for the Church
of the Province of Central Africa.
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers: Nicole, Julie and family,
Richard, Kyra & Reece whose family is positive with COVID-19.
We pray for those who have died and those who mourn: Today we remember and pray for the
over 2,450,000 people world-wide who have died from the coronavirus, also remembering the
over 495,500 deaths in the United States alone, for their families and loved ones. We pray for an
end to the pandemic and for the vaccines to be safely and quickly administered.

Please join us for a brief Compline service Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Online:
Compline Zoom Link
The Green Mountain Online Abbey also offers Morning Prayer and Compline daily online
at 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Please see this webpage for more information:
Green Mountain Online Abbey Morning Prayer
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Bishop of Vermont: The Right Rev. Shannon MacVean-Brown
Rector: The Rev. Kim Hardy
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon David Ganter
Vestry:
Senior Warden, Neal Robinson
Junior Warden, Ron Belair
Peggy Bonesteel
Linda Chiasson
Ron Cook
Carol Gross
Patricia Hanson
Paula Morgan
Minister of Music: Carol Reichard
Parish Administrator: Diane Muckstadt
4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452
www.stjamesvt.org
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Office e-mail: office@stjamesvt.org
Office Phone: 802-878-4014
Senior Warden contact: 123fundamentals@gmail.com
Priest contact: ammakim@stjamesvt.org
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St. James Episcopal Church Calendar
Sunday, February 21
9:00 Lectionary Study
10:00 Holy Eucharist
11:00 Coffee and Conversation
11:15 Justice & Anti-Racism Mtg.

Sunday, February 28
9:00 Lectionary Study
10:00 Morning Prayer
11:00 Coffee and Conversation
Monday, March 1
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Monday, February 22
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
Tuesday, February 23
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Tuesday, March 2
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
6:30 Worship Committee Mtg.

Wednesday, February 24
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Wednesday, March 3
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Thursday, February 25
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
10:00 Staff Meeting
7:00 Compline
7:30 Senior Choir

Thursday, March 4
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
7:00 Compline
7:30 Senior Choir
Friday, March 5
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Friday, February 26
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Saturday, March 6
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
9:00 Parables & Pancakes

Saturday, February 27
8:30 Celtic Lenten Morning Prayer
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