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If you are visiting, we offer you a special welcome and would like to get acquainted. Please send the co-
host a chat note if the chat option is open, or after worship, email office@stjamesvt.org with your name, 
where you’re from, and an email address if you would like to receive more information about our parish. 
Thank you for worshiping with us! We are glad you are here. 
 

Please keep your microphone muted for most of the service. A “designated responder” will lead many of 
the responses of the people. If you are reading a lesson or adding a thanksgiving or prayer request aloud 
during the time of prayers, please unmute yourself.  After your prayer is completed, mute yourself again.  
 

Prelude:  Schoenster Herr Jesu                                                                  Hermann Schroeder 
     

Opening Hymn:   Come thou font of every blessing                                             Hymnal 686 
 

 

mailto:office@stjamesvt.org
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Opening Sentence 
 

Officiant God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. –John 4:24 

 

Confession of Sin                 EOW 19 

The Deacon says 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
 the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

The Offciant says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter               EOW 20 

Said responsively with the designated responder leading the people’s responses 
 

Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
People  And your glory all the day long. 
All  Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Officiant The Holy One is in our midst: 
People  O come let us worship. 
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Venite                      St. Helena Breviary 
Psalm 95:1-7 
         

Said in unison with the Officiant leading 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, * 
 and raise a loud shout with psalms. 
For you, O God, are a great God; * 
 you are great above all gods. 
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
 and the heights of the hills are yours also. 
The sea is yours, for you made it, * 
 and your hands have molded the dry land. 

          Come let us bow down and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before God, our Maker, 
For you are our God, 
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. * 
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

 

Officiant The Holy One is in our midst: 
People  O come let us worship. 
 
The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

Psalm 25:1-8 

The Psalm is read in unison. 
 
1 To you, O God, I lift up my soul; 
   my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 
2  Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3  Show me your ways, O God, * 

and teach me your paths. 
 
4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 
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5  Remember, O God, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

 
6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O God. 

 
7 Gracious and upright are you; * 

therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 
8  You guide the humble in doing right * 

and teach your way to the lowly. 
 
Glory to God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word, and Holy Spirit, * 
          as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
Reader:  A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. 
 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I 
live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are 
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 
shall die. Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 
Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful 
and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of 
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 
your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
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A Song of Ezekiel                                                                                                        EOW 34 
Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 
Said responsively by whole verse with the Officiant leading the odd-numbered verses and the Designated Responder 
leading the even-numbered verses. (*) 
 

1  I will take you from among all nations; * 
and gather you from all lands to bring you home. 

 
2  I will sprinkle clean water upon you; * 

and purify you from false gods and uncleanness. 
 

3  A new heart I will give you * 
and a new spirit put within you. 

 
4  I will take the stone heart from your chest *  

and give you a heart of flesh. 
 

5  I will help you walk in my laws * 
and cherish my commandments and do them. 

 
6  You shall be my people, *  

and I will be your God. 
 

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, * 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Second Reading:  Philippians 2:1-13 
Reader:  A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
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And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn:   At the name of Jesus                                                                Hymnal 435 (v. 1,2,3) 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32 

Deacon:  A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. “What do you think? A 
man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
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said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; 
and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 
Deacon  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Time                                                                                                   Jennifer Ogelby 
 
Sermon                                                                                                  The Rev. Kim Hardy 
 

The Apostles’ Creed                EOW 41 
 
Officiant and People together with Officiant leading 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
 

Officiant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
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 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages                        Enriching Our Worship 42  
 

The prayers are said responsively with the responses led by the designated responder 
 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

The Officiant and People say the Collect of the Day together 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Officiant continues with the Collects. People may join in at home. The designated responder leads the “Amens” 
 
A Collect for Sundays 
 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son 
our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may 
be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Collect for the Human Family  
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts and our nation; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, 
all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Peace 
 

O God, the Sovereign eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of 
death into the morning. Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the 
day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

A Collect of Dedication 

Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we 
may become one body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

A designated Intercessor offers prayers for those on our prayer lists. 
 

We remember St. Paul’s Church in Vergennes. In the Anglican Communion, we pray for the 
Province of  the Episcopal Church of  Sudan. 
 
We give thanks for the lives of  Dick Studley, Helen Donahey, Peggy Bonesteel, and Paula 
Morgan who are celebrating birthdays this week; and for Paul and Carol Gross and Jeff  and 
Cheryl Hard who are celebrating their wedding anniversaries.  
 
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers:  Doug and Judy Adams of  
Portland, Oregon, Lindsey Huddle, Kathy Rouleau, Jackson, Lynn Staffier, Ginny Eklund, John, 
Hawley and Sandy Jones, Cathy Helfrich O’Neil, Gene Tangney, Julie Osgood, Bill Pearson, Joyce 
Ordway, and Joanna Green. 
 
We pray for the repose of  the soul of  Josephine Berger, sister-in-law of  Fred Norton. May she 
rest in peace and rise in glory, and may light perpetual shine upon her. We also pray for her family 
during this time. 
 

We pray for those who have died and those who mourn: Today we remember and pray for the 
nearly 980,000 people world-wide who have died from the coronavirus, also remembering the near 
203,000 deaths in the United States alone, for their families and loved ones. We pray for an end to 
the pandemic and a vaccine to be discovered. 
 

The Officiant then says 
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I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please unmute yourself to voice your thanksgiving or 
intercession, and mute yourself again at the end of your petition.)  
 

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 

A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed 
and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of 
your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Office/Offertory Hymn:  Love astounding                                                                      VF 143 

 
 
 

Please continue to support our parish life and ministries by sending your offering to 
St. James Episcopal Church, 4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, VT 05452 

You may also give online by visiting this website link. Please scroll down the list of “Choose One” to 
choose “Essex Junction (St. James)” 

 
ONLINE DONATIONS FOR ST. JAMES 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRk1NXGLXoJ-e-DgE4BYCUqIM5Z7M7O6-tRhlvRXdJxHyk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn99H5dIPpbYhfLUwdhbp9Go=
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

The Officiant and People say together 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Community Announcements 

Dismissal 

Deacon  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Concluding Sentence 

The Officiant says 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  
Amen.                           Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 
Music used with permission under OneLicense #A-727024 
 

 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost—Year A 
  

Welcome to St. James Episcopal Church. After Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, several groups who 
opposed him challenged him. Today he is questioned by the official leaders, the chief priests and 
elders. They question his authority but he responds with a question that reveals their own 
weakness. Then in a parable, Jesus warns them that their privileged positions will not insure them a 
place in God’s Kingdom. 
 

In the first reading today, God appeals to the people through the prophet Ezekiel. God wishes to 
save everyone. The matter is in the people’s hands. They may repent and be saved or they may 
refuse and be lost. “I have no pleasure in anyone’s death,” says God, “Turn then and live.” 
 
We continue to read from Philippians. Paul encourages his friends to live in unity and care for 
one another. As the example of how they are to live, he quotes what was probably an early 
Christian hymn about Christ’s self-giving love for us. 
 
We gather week by week, a people called into God’s family. God sets no barrier to us or to 
anyone; only we can erect a barrier between God and ourselves. We rejoice and join with all 
creation and every tongue in confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 
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Officiant and Preacher: The Rev. Kim Hardy 

Lectors: Neal Robinson, Patty Hanson 
Deacon: The Rev. Dn. Dave Ganter 

Psalm Leader & Intercessor:  Geoff Glaspie 
Children’s Chapel Story:  Jenny Ogelby 

Designated Responder on Behalf of the People:  Barbara Cook 
Musicians:  Carol and Clinton Reichard 

Zoom Facilitator (Co-host):  Neal Robinson 

 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
   

Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer:  We remember St. Paul’s Church in Vergennes. In the Anglican 
Communion, we pray for the Province of  the Episcopal Church of  Sudan. 
 
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers:  Doug and Judy Adams of  
Portland, Oregon, Lindsey Huddle, Kathy Rouleau, Jackson, Lynn Staffier, Ginny Eklund, John, 
Hawley and Sandy Jones, Cathy Helfrich O’Neil, Gene Tangney, Julie Osgood, Bill Pearson, Joyce 
Ordway, and Joanna Green. 
 

We pray for those who have died and those who mourn:  We pray for the repose of  the soul of  
Josephine Berger, sister-in-law of  Fred Norton. May she rest in peace and rise in glory, and may 
light perpetual shine upon her. We also pray for her family during this time. Today we also 
remember and pray for the nearly 980,000 people world-wide who have died from the coronavirus, 
also remembering the near 203,000 deaths in the United States alone, for their families and loved 
ones. We pray for an end to the pandemic and a vaccine to be discovered. 
 
Birthdays:     Anniversaries: 
 

Dick Studley, September 29     Paul and Carol Gross, September 27 
Helen Donahey, October 2     Jeff  and Cheryl Hard, September 30 
Peggy Bonesteel, October 2 
Paula Morgan, October 3 
 
 

 
Please join us for a brief Compline service with music online Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

 
The Green Mountain Online Abbey offers Morning Prayer and Compline daily online  

at 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Please see this webpage for more information: 
 

https://diovermont.org/2020/07/21/online-prayer-with-bishop-shannon/ 

 

https://diovermont.org/2020/07/21/online-prayer-with-bishop-shannon/
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

Bishop of  Vermont: The Right Rev. Shannon MacVean-Brown  
Rector: The Rev. Kim Hardy  

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon David Ganter  
Vestry:  

Senior Warden, Neal Robinson  
Junior Warden, Ron Belair    

Peggy Bonesteel  
Jodie Chant  
Ron Cook  

Helen Donahey  
Patricia Hanson  
Heather Winship  

Minister of  Music: Carol Reichard  
Parish Administrator:  Diane Muckstadt  

The Informary: Jennifer Knowles, knowles623@yahoo.com  

  
4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452  

 www.stjamesvt.org  

   
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Office e-mail: office@stjamesvt.org       
Office Phone: 802-878-4014  

Senior Warden contact:  123fundamentals@gmail.com  
Priest contact: ammakim@stjamesvt.org  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:knowles623@yahoo.com
mailto:office@stjamesvt.org
file:///C:/Users/PC%20Administrator/Documents/Bulletins/Bulletins%202020/Bulletins/123fundamentals@gmail.com
mailto:ammakim@stjamesvt.org
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St. James Episcopal Church Calendar 

 
  

 Sunday, September 27 
9:00  Lectionary Study 
10:00  Morning Prayer 
11:00  Coffee and Conversation 
 
Monday, September 28 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
3:00 Bell Choir, St. James Grounds 
 
Tuesday, September 29 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Wednesday, September 30 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Thursday, October 1 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
7:00  Compline 
 
Friday, October 2 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Saturday, October 3 
8:00 Parables & Pancakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, October 4 
9:00  Lectionary Study 
10:00  Morning Prayer 
11:00  Coffee and Conversation 
11:30  Outreach Meeting, Zoom 
 
Monday, October 5 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
3:00 Bell Choir, St. James Grounds 
 
Tuesday, October 6 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Wednesday, October 7 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Thursday, October 8 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
7:00  Compline 
 
Friday, October 9 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
 


